Setting our mind on things above
· We are now living in the perilous times that the Apostle Paul wrote about.

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!” (2 Timothy 3:1-5)

Jesus Himself shared a remarkable statement about the state of the world at His second coming in the Parable of the Persistent widow,

“Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart, saying “There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him saying, ‘Get justice for me from my adversary.’”

“And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not fear God not regard man, yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me’”

Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said, 

“And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them?”

“I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:1-8)

Jesus also said in relation to the times that we are now living in,
“For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.“All these are the beginning of sorrows. Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My names sake.

“And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.

“And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved.”

(Matthew 24:7-13)
· Right now we are living in a world in desperate need of hope. What we are seeing in India at present is such a human tragedy
· We are also living at a time when many people are rejecting Christian values and where persecution towards Christians is on the increase, even now in Australia

· The simple fact is that there is a great spiritual contest going on for the souls of human beings as the Devil tries to prevent people from coming to Christ as we see the imminent return of the Lord
· We are also all now living in a world full of temptations and distractions and where the smart phone and social media has greatly influenced the lives of all people

· However as Christians we have been called to help reconcile lost sinners to Christ by being the salt and the light in the world and by sharing our faith with others

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.” (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)
· So given the great urgency for people to be saved at a time when it has also become increasing challenging to live as a Christian, how important it is that we continually SET OUR MIND ON THINGS ABOVE in the times that we are now living in
The Apostle Paul wrote, “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.” (Colossians 3:1-2)

· To set our mind on things above is to live for the Kingdom Cause and to live with eternity in mind during our time here on earth. 
· When we live this way it greatly affects our choices in life. How we use our time and resources and what our priorities are in life
· It is to receive our real sense of fulfilment from above as we learn to delight ourselves in the presence of God. In His presence is fullness of joy
· It is to keep our focus on the things of the Kingdom rather than being constantly distracted by the temporal things of this world
· It is to make our relationship with Jesus Christ our greatest priority in life

Jesus Himself emphasized the importance of living our life with eternity in mind when He said,

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)
· Jesus also made it clear that if we put the things of the Kingdom first in our life all that we need in life will be added to us

Jesus made this very clear when He said,
“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33) 
So why is it so crucial that we continually set our mind on things above!

1) Because we live in a world full of temptations and distractions
· If we do not continually keep our focus on the things of God we are more likely to succumb to the many temptations and distractions in our world that would pull us away from wholeheartedly living for the Lord
· The simple fact is that we have a very real adversary, the Devil, who will continually try and oppose us and prevent us from fulfilling our God given potential in life

Jesus Himself made this very clear in the following two passages of Scripture

Jesus said,

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)

In His explanation of the Parable of the Sower Jesus also said,

“The sower sows the word. And these are the ones by the wayside where the word is sown. When they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts. 

These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness; and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word’s sake, immediately they stumble.

Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.

But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.” (Mark 4:14-20)
· So given the ungodly times that we are now living in it is crucial that we keep our focus on living for the things of the Kingdom
2) Because we only have one gift of life to store up treasures in heaven
· One day Jesus will reward us for what we have done for Him during our time here on earth

· The simple fact is that we take nothing with us when we leave this earth

· It is only what we have done for eternity and in His name that will matter when we stand before Jesus to give an account our life here on earth

Jesus Himself said, “For the Son of Man will come in the glory of his Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16:27)
Jesus also said, “If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:26)
· Given the fact that we will one day receive rewards from Jesus for what we have done in service for Him how important it is that we always live our lives with eternity in mind
3) Because God's will for our life is the best in the long run
· God has so much planned for ever person’s life

· His plan for our life is the best. The Bible makes this very clear
In the book of Isaiah we read, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)
The LORD said to the prophet Jeremiah,

“Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
The Apostle Paul also wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,” (Ephesians 3:20) 

· For this reason it is crucial that we stay close to the Lord continually and keep our focus always on the eternal things and on what God has called us to do in life
· This is particularly important when we are experiencing trials and challenges in life. The simple fact is that “We must through many tribulations enter the Kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22)
4) Because it is the key to continually maintaining peace in our hearts and minds during the storms of life 
In the book of Isaiah we read, “You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)

· We must learn to continually keep our focus on God’s promises in His word and not on our problems

· We need to learn to give all of our cares to the Lord and to continually acknowledge Him in all that we do in life. NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

Jesus Himself said, “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” (John 14:27)
· We can depend upon God’s faithfulness as believers at all times
· The simple fact is that God is sovereign in the affairs of this world and that when He is truly Lord of our life nothing can happen to us apart from His will for our life

King David wrote,

“Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.” (Psalm 37:3-5)

5) It helps us to redeem the time and to stay focused on the Kingdom Cause

· We have one gift of life to store up treasures in heaven
· One gift of life to make an eternal difference in the lives of others

· If we do not purposely set our mind on things above we can squander months and even years of our life chasing after things that will never truly satisfy us

· Continually setting our mind on things above helps us to stay connected to God’s best plan for our life

· Our time is our most precious resource. Each day once lived can never be regained

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)

6) It is a key to hearing from heaven so that we can continually make right choices in life

· Life is full of important choices
· Daily we need God’s wisdom to make right choices in life

· One wrong choice in life has the potential to cause us much pain and anguish in life

· For this reason we need to be continually intimate in our walk with the Lord and seeking His counsel so that we make right choices in life

In the book of Jeremiah we read, “For who has stood in the counsel of the LORD, And has perceived and heard His word? Who has marked His word and heard it?” (Jeremiah 23:18)

· Especially given the lawless times that we are now living in it is crucial that we continual seek the Lord for His guidance and counsel to make right choices in life

7) Because other people's eternal destinies are connected to us continually maintaining our focus on things above

· As we continue to keep our focus on the eternal things we will help other people to come to Christ and to fulfil God’s plan for their life
· The simple fact is that other people’s eternal destinies are connected to us being faithful in living for the Kingdom Cause
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Deliver those who are drawn toward death, and hold back those stumbling to the slaughter.  If you say, “Surely we did not know this,” does not He who weighs the hearts consider it?  He who keeps your soul, does He not know it?  And will He not render to each man according to his deeds?” (Proverbs 24:11-12)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.  To this end I also labour, striving to His working which works in me mightily.” (Colossians 1:28-29)
· When we have an eternal perspective for life we know the importance of helping others to come to Christ so that hell will be plundered and heaven populated
· Every believer has an important ministry

· The simple fact is that we all need one another in the body of Christ

· This is why the Apostle Paul encouraged all Christians to use their spiritual gifts
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.” (Romans 12:4-5)
“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: If prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:6-8)

· Continually keeping our focus on things above helps us to be faithful in using our spiritual gifts to help see God’s Kingdom expanded here on earth

And


8) Because as Christians we can only truly be satisfied from above. In His presence is fullness of joy. We were created to have fellowship with our loving Creator

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all the principality and power: (Colossians 2:9-10)

· All that we truly need is found in Christ

· We were all created to have fellowship with God

· The more intimate we are in our walk with the LORD the more we embrace the fullness of life that God has planned for us

· King David was a man after God’s own heart
In Psalm 63 King David wrote, “O GOD, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for you; My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water. So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall praise You.” (Psalm 63:1-3)

· It is only our love for God and keeping our focus on things above that will give us true meaning and stability in our life in the times that we are now living in
· It is also only in continually abiding in God’s presence that we will be able to consistently love all other people with the agape love of God

Jesus Himself said, “Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”  (John 15:4-5)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23)

I will now quickly finish by looking at five great keys to continually setting our mind on things above.
1) That we learn to daily commit our plans to the LORD by starting the day with Him

· God is vitally concerned about every area of our life

· Continually committing our plans to the Lord helps us to stay in God’s will for our life which is the key to seeing His ongoing blessing and favour upon our lives and to seeing our lives bear much fruit
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.” (Proverbs 16:3)
2)  Being continually quick to take all wrong thoughts captive and to replace them with Christ centred thoughts 
· The real battle is for the mind
· What we think upon will greatly affect our choices in life and the outcome of our life

· We must refuse to entertain wrong and negative thoughts that will take our focus of the bigness of our God

· We must always be quick to take all wrong thoughts captive before they take us captive

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5)
3) Consistently meditating on the word of God 
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
· It is so important that we develop Kingdom thinking in the way that we live our life given that God’s ways are higher than our ways

· Building our lives on the wisdom and promises in God’s word helps us to live a victorious and fruitful life and to be not conformed to the ways of this world
The LORD said to Joshua, 
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
4) Living a lifestyle of worship and prayer where our greatest delight and priority in life is in knowing Christ intimately 
The Apostle Paul who endured much persecution during his time here on earth wrote, “But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” (Philippians 3:7-8)
“that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.” (Philippians 3:10)
· Having a lifestyle of worship and prayer helps us to stay connected to the heart of God and our focus on things above
This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
· There is a wonderful song that has the words “Turn your eyes upon Jesus and the things of this world will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace”

This is why Jesus said to the woman in Samaria,

“But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:23-24) AND
5) Continually having a clear understanding of God's will and plan for our life in each season of our life 
· God has a unique plan for every believers life

· Flowing in God’s plan for our life helps us to stay focused on things above so that our lives make a difference in the world for eternity

· We will be most fulfilled in life simply doing what God has called us to do in life
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

Again the Apostle Paul wrote,

“Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:17)
· I would now like to conclude by encouraging everyone today given the nearness of the return of the Lord and the state of the world today, to break open your lives fully for the Cause of Christ and to keep your focus continually on things above

· It is only when we die to our own agenda and sacrificially live for the cause of Christ that our lives bear much eternal fruit
· It is in choosing daily to live for the Kingdom Cause, that our lives will make a great eternal difference in the lives of many in the days to come

I will finish with the words of Jesus, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)
